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Johnny running with the school uniform shouting.

JOHNNY Mammy, please open the door Mammy, please don’t let them get

me.

Johnny exits. Actor comes in and turns on the radio.

VOICE OVER The department of environment has announced today that they are

to set up a working group to look at carrying out a fire safety audit on

all Traveller sites to ensure that the disaster that claimed 10 lives and

the death of an unborn child in the Traveller site in Carrickmines is

not repeated on other sites. A spokesperson for the Department of

Environment said that there is an urgent need to assess all Traveller

specific accommodation to ensure that there are proper fire

precautions in place and that health and safety standards are meet.

The local authorities will be working closely with the fire services and

the Traveller community to get an accurate assessment of the needs

on the ground, and we look forward to working with the Traveller

groups and will be seeking their assistance in identifying the issues.

Freeborn man of the travelling people

I’m a freeborn man of the travelling people.

Got no fixed abode with nomads I am numbered

Country lanes and byways were always my ways

I never fancied being lumbered

In the open ground we could stop and linger

For a month or two for time was not our master

Then we’d pack our load and be on the road

Nice and easy no need to go faster

3

http://www.romaheroes.org


Digital Collection of European Roma Theater and Drama - www.romaheroes.org

SIXTIES

ACTOR Up until the sixties Travellers travelled all over the country in small

groups of two or three members of their own extended families,

they made their living working on the farms, picking spuds and

repairing buckets and making pots and pans for the settled people

and buying and selling horses.

The women would go out the country hawking, begging and selling

the tinware and if they couldn’t sell anything, they would swap the

tinware for food to feed the family.

Then in the sixties, the demand for tin ware was dying out with the

arrival of plastic, the combine harvester did away with the seasonal

work. Traveller could not survive or make a living in those days. and

with the introduction of social welfare, they had to settle on one

place.

Travellers from all over the country started to move to Dublin and

other cities and big towns like Cork, limerick, Galway, Dundalk and

Wexford.

It was around this time that the big camps which were just Fields at

the edge of the towns and villages around, Finglas, Clondalkin,

Ballyfermot Coolock and cherry orchard started to open.

This was the first time that Travellers started to live in big groups,

and it brought all kinds of problems such as needing toilets and

washing facilities and their own space and tensions between

different extended families stared to build up.

And now, for the first time, Travellers and settled people were

competing for the same resources and that was when conflict beg
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Actor singing the chorus of Go Move Shift.

ACTOR Go, Move, Shift

Born in the middle of the afternoon

In a horse drawn carriage on the old A5

The big twelve-wheeler shook my bed,

“You can’t stay here” the policeman said.

CHORUS You’d better get born in someplace else.

So move along, get along,

Move along, get along,

Go! Move! Shift!

Actor standing with a letter in his hand. Actor blesses his face and sings in

low voice father son holy spirit.

MICKEY It’s hard to believe that what happened to them, poor people over in

Carrickmines, and it is nearly twelve months ago already. The Lord

have mercy on them. The headstones were not even up yet, and we

have the country people objecting, not wanting them living beside

them.

And the sad part is that they were living on that road already before

the fire.

At least there seems to some bit of good news if you can call it that

the government are going to look at the conditions, we are living in

on these sites that they created.

Well, I for one will have a thing or two to say to them when they do

come out here to this site the council have not been out here in ten

years.

All of us squashed into this mobile here with no running water in it if
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there was to be a fire what would we put it out with one tap or

maybe the water out of the port a loo.

We have been living on the site here now nearly 12 years they told us

it was a temporary site and we needed to move in here until they

found us somewhere permanent, and we are still here.

We were here for about five years when the council came and talked

about building a permanent site here. But the settled people

objected even though we were here in the area first the site never

went ahead.

We are now 12 years here with temporary services no one is objecting

to that.

There are five of us here in this mobile we eat, sleep, and live here the

me and the wife sleep in one bedroom and the children sleep in the

other two rooms with the bunk beds.

There is a shed outside that we are connected to for the electricity

and the wires run from there to the mobile and that is for the lights

and the TV and fridge. Sometimes we don’t have electricity for days

because of power cuts which happen often.

The toilet and the washing facilities are in that shed too. As bad as

they are in the summertime you could not take a shower in the

wintertime, they are steel containers you would freeze to death with

the cold and the children do get sick from it.

At lease the small children are in the local primary school and the

bigger ones is still in school the local secondary school they are all in

that classrooms with the settled kids.

The dirty water it gets lodged in the drains. You can keep your own

place clean, but it is hard to keep outside our bay clean and the
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council don’t do it very often and the place is crawling with rats and

that skip should be emptied weekly but sometimes it is months

before its emptied.

The site is overcrowded there are too many families here. We are not

too bad in this bay but some of the other families are sharing the

wash sheds with their children who got married and they too are

connected up to the electricity.

This site is supposed to be a temporary site, it is but it has been here

for over 12 years, and it was built for 15 families and there are 22

families living on it on.

Actor showing the letter to himself.

MICKEY This letter here is from the Dublin fire services and it says on behalf

of the county council and the department of Environment we will

be conducting a Fire and Safety Audit of all sites in this area within

the next six weeks we will need access to your accommodation as

well as the general area surrounding your dwelling.

I for one will be glad to let them in and after I show around the bay

and the site, I will be letting them know about the danger of the

barrier across the gate of the site.

But they never measure it to see if an ambulance or if the fire

brigade could get in or fit under it and one day a mobile home went

on fire on the site.

Thank God, there was no one in the mobile home / trailer when it

went on fire the family who lived there were gone off at the time to

the shops.

And thank God, they had been seen driving out in the van or
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someone would have been burnt to death trying to get into the

mobile home to save them.

That trailer was an inferno within minutes. We didn’t even get time

to find a phone and call the fire brigade it happened so fast When

the fire brigade arrived on the site the trailer was burnt to the

ground, we asked the council for the key to the barrier in case it ever

happened again were still waiting.
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